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Human rights organization Americas Watch and the Women's Rights Project both divisions of
the New York-based Human Rights Watch accused Peruvian government security forces and the
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebel organization of the "blatant and illegal use of violence"
against women. In a report titled "Unspeakable Terror," the two groups document more than
40 cases of rape committed by security forces during interrogation or in zones under a state of
emergency, and many others committed during security forces search operations or massacres.
According to the report, Sendero has killed at least 10 women community leaders since 1981 and
has routinely used violence or threatened violence against women's organizations throughout the
country. The report concluded that rape is used more commonly by security forces than by Sendero
militants. "From the beginning of the government's campaign against the armed insurgents, rape
has been a ghastly reality for women. Not only forced sex is involved. The central element of rape by
the security forces is power. Soldiers use rape as a weapon: to punish, intimidate, coerce, humiliate
and degrade." According to Defense Ministry spokesperson Gen. Petronio Fernandez Davila, rape
by the military is an occasional, regrettable "excess." "These boys are far from their families and
suffer a great deal of tension because of the nature of the combat," he said. Fernandez Davila added
that many of the women who report rape are "subversives" seeking to undermine the reputation
of the armed forces. Sendero targets women more because they are activists than because they
are women, said the report. "Moreover, the type of violence used against women is used against
male non-combatants as well...Women activists are Shining Path targets primarily because of their
role in founding and participating in survival organizations, like community soup kitchens and
mothers' clubs." The two human rights groups called on the Peruvian government to eliminate
anti-insurgency legislation which limits individuals' constitutional rights and protections and to
guarantee that members of security forces who commit crimes against civilians be tried in the
civilian justice system. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/07/93; Associated Press, Spanish news
service EFE, 01/08/93)
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